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he Walkabout at Laurita Vineyards is a non-profit
corporation located on 250 acres of meadows,
woods and wetlands in central New Jersey’s
ecologically diverse coastal plain. Sharing the
lands with a vineyard, bed and breakfast, horse
stables and an historic farmstead, it serves as a
living example of the dynamic landscapes that
result over time from the interplay of people
and natural processes. Whether offering an
overnight workshop, or a leisurely stroll on the
interpretive trails, The Walkabout seeks to educate and inspire all who visit.

Stroll or ride horseback along our nature trails
and you will experience a wide sampling of
the flora and fauna of the Outer Coastal Plain
of Central New Jersey.
Our wildflower meadows, wetlands, shrub
thickets and mature forest contain an unusually
diverse grouping of native flowers, grasses,
shrubs and trees. While the plants can be
enjoyed for their visual beauty alone, closer
inspection will reveal that they also attract a
wide array of animals, birds and butterflies.
Signs along the way will not only tell you about
the plants and wildlife, but the story of the
people who lived and worked here, and how
they effected the natural processes of change
that have unfolded over time.
Finally our three acre pond, created in a
shallow valley, typifies the innovative approach
we have taken at The walkabout. Part irrigation
source, part wildlife refuge and part natural
retreat for our visitors, it serves as an example
of how farming, nature, history and the art
of making wine can intermingle in one fascinating travel destination.

Cheers, and enjoy your visit.
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Plants In The Meadow Habitat:
• Pearly Everlasting
• Wild Lupine
• New England
Aster
• Cup Plant
• Blue Vervain
• Nodding Pink
Onion
• False Sunflower
• Joe-pye Weed
• Lance-leaf
Coreopsis
• New York Iron
Weed

• Northern Blazing
Star
• Orange Cone
Flower
• Wild Bergamot
• Mountain Mint
• Showy Golden
Rod
• Purletop
• Switch Grass
• Big Bluestem
• Indian Grass
• Boltonia

Wildlife In The Meadow Habitat:
• Red-Tailed Hawk
• American Kestrel
• Purple Martin
• Barn Swallow
• Tree Swallow
• Eastern Bluebird
• Savannah Sparrow
• American Copper
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• Red-Winged
Blackbird
• Monarch
• Eastern Tiger
Swallowtail
• Meadow Vole
• Eastern Cottontail
• Groundhog
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The native flowers and grasses found in the open fields at The Walkabout
may appear naturally occurring, but actually, they have all been planted.
Unsuitable for grape cultivation, each of these open
sunny areas were seeded in native meadow, an
increasingly rare habitat of the Eastern United States.

native landscape, yet it’s brilliant orange flowers are
also among the showiest. It is also a favorite nectaring
plant of the Monarch butterfly.

Care was taken to analyze soil conditions, moisture
levels and topography of each individual area to insure
that the flowers and grasses selected were ideally
adapted to the specific characteristics of each field.

While watching our Standardbred horses exercise,
you may notice that the interior of the racetrack is
not mowed turf, as would be commonly found, but a
short meadow. This approach served both functional
and aesthetic goals. Instead of mowing weekly to
preserve a lawn that can only marginally survive in
this dry windswept condition, we have established
a short meadow that is mowed only twice a year,
thrives in the dry heat, and provides flowers for
much of the growing season.

There is an area located near the bed and breakfast
where ground water is near the soil surface during
much of the year. A ‘wet meadow’ was planted here,
containing numerous showy wildflowers that can
only be found in this type of habitat. Some, like Pink
Milkweed, New England Aster and Joe Pye Weed are
crucial plants for Pearl Crescent, Common Buckeye
and Eastern Tiger Swallow tail butterflies, which can
be found in abundance. Cardinal Flower attracts
hummingbirds, which can also be observed extracting
nectar in mid summer from the brilliant red flowers.
Song Sparrows and Red-winged Blackbirds nest in the
wet meadow, while Willow Flycatchers can be seen
and heard along the shrubs surrounding the meadow.
The steep sloped areas around our upper pond have
also been seeded with native flowers and grasses.
These plants however, are very different from those
of the wet meadow, as the slopes provide a much
dryer habitat. One of these, the Butterfly Weed may
be the most drought resistant flower found in our

It may surprise you to learn that one of our management tools for some of the meadows is controlled
burning, a practice originated by the Native Americans
in pre-colonial times. Burning keeps open areas from
reverting to woodlands, preserving the habitat for
field nesters such as Savannah Sparrow and Eastern
Meadowlark, and for predatory species such as
American Kestrel and Red-tailed Hawk that survey the
fields for small mammals from high in the surrounding
trees. The Indians had hunting in mind, but at The
Walkabout our purpose is to provide a colorful,
dynamic and intricate habitat for your enjoyment.
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Plants In The Woodland Habitat:
• White, Black, Red,
Willow, & Pin Oaks
• White Pine
• Hickory
• Red Maple
• Sycamore
• Sweetgum
• Black Cherry
• American Beech
• Black gum
• Serviceberry

• Dogwood
• Blackhaw
Virburnum
• Mountain Laurel
• Greenbriar
• Lowbush Blueberry
• Christmas Fern
• Ground Pine
• Black Snakeroot
• Mayapple
• False Solomon
Seal

Wildlife In The Woodland Habitat:
• Mourning Dove
• Yellow-Billed
Cuckoo
• Eastern Screech
Owl
• Ruby-Throated
Hummingbird
• Red-Bellied
Woodpecker
• Downy
Woodpecker
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• Blue Jay
• Wood Thrush
• Ovenbird
• Mourning Cloak
• Common
Wood-Nymph
• Eastern Box Turtle
• Eastern Chipmunk
• White-Tailed Deer
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ith proper planning a meadow can be created in a relatively short time, but
mature forest takes decades to develop. We are fortunate at The Walkabout
to have excellent examples of well-established forest for you to explore.
Interestingly, The Walkabout at Laurita Vineyards
falls on the line between two of New Jersey’s main
eco-zones, the Inner and Outer Coastal Planes.
Consequently, both forest types can be found on the
property, although the Oak-Hickory forest of the Inner
Coastal Plain is predominate. Hints of Pine Barrens
vegetation, typical of the Outer Coastal Plain, can be
found. Riparian woods, or wet forests associated with
a stream or creek are also present, providing another
woodland habitat to observe and enjoy. A great variety
of species can be found here including Northern
Flicker, White-eyed Vireo, Great Crested Flycatchers,
Wood Thrush and Common Wood-Nymphs.
Like a detective story, the woods also offer glimpses
into the history of the land for the inquisitive visitor.

Rows of aged trees within the forest outline hedgerows
that once defined farm fields. A pair of two hundred
year old Sycamore trees stands on the edge of the
woods near the front corners of our farm house. These
"bride and groom" trees were planted for the newlywed
couple when they first occupied the house in the late
eighteenth century. Now they inconspicuously mingle
with the younger trees that have grown since the
house was abandoned.
Beginning with the demure wildflowers of early spring,
followed by the white blooms of the understory trees,
and ending with the blazing fall colors of the canopy
trees, these woodlands form a multi-layered landscape that can be appreciated throughout the year.
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Plants In The Shrublands:
• Anise Hyssop
• Butterfly Weed
• Horsemint
• Black Eyed Susan
• Purple Coneflower
• Wild Bergamot
• Goldenrods
• Little Bluestem
• Sidoats Grama
• Canada wild Rye
• Virginia Creeper
• Trumpet Vine

• Blackberry
• Sweet Fern
• Ebony Spleenwort
• Shrubby St. Johns
Wort
• Gray Dogwood
• Northern Bayberry
• Scrub Oak
• Hawthorn
• Blackhaw Virburnum
• Winged Sumac
• Eastern Red Cedar

Wildlife In The Shrublands:
• Willow Flycatcher
• Eastern Kingbird
• House Wren
• Gray Catbird
• Brown Thrasher
• Yellow Warbler
• Prairie Warbler
• Blue Grosbeak
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• Indigo Bunting
• Baltimore Oriole
• American
Goldfinch
• Spicebush
Swallowtail
• Striped Skunk
• Eastern Garter
Snake
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While meadows and woods may be the first
thing that enters your mind when thinking
of natural areas, shrub lands are also fascinating places to explore.
Consisting of dense masses of shrubs, grasses and
flowers, they are the transitional plant communities,
occupying the space between the time that open
field transforms into forest.
Sometimes referred to as “Old Fields,” these areas are
high in wildlife value and serve as nesting and feeding
sites for many song and upland game birds that are
not found in other plant communities. While commonly found in central New Jersey and throughout the
Eastern United States, they are often overrun with
invasive vines and brambles. At the vineyard we are
favored with high quality native shrub-land species
which have colonized our open fields. By actually
controlling invasive species, and preventing the
emergence of trees, that would lead to a woodland,
we are able to preserve yet another distinct habitat,
and maximize the variety of plant and animal life
of the vineyard.

exhibit striking contrast in a soft bed of golden yellow
grasses. Cedars provide evergreen relief, punctuating
the scene with their striking columnar form.
You have undoubtedly seen many of these plants in
your travels, but the dense nature of the growth makes
them difficult to experience from within. A series of
paths have been created at the vineyard to allow you
to enter the thicket and experience more intimately
this often-overlooked landscape.

The plant that visually defines our shrub lands is the
Flame Sumac, which forms dramatic domelike stands
throughout the fields. The fall is a spectacular time
to visit this landscape, as the burgundy red Sumac,
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1 Short Wildflower Meadow

A Entry Road

2 Wet Wildflower Meadow

B Future Winery

3 Upland Wildflower Meadow

C Historic Farm buildings

4 Shrubland

D Dancer Farm Bed & Breakfast

5 Pond

E Horse Barns & Stables

6 Upland Woods

F Standardbred Exercise Track

7 Palustrine Woodland

G Large Tupelo Tree

8 horse Pasture

H Large Tupelo Tree

9 Vineyard

J Bride & Groom Tree
K Cliff Swallow Nest
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Plants In The Pond Habitat:
• Fragrant Water
Lily
• Tussock Sedge
• Blue Flag Iris
• Royal Fern
• Sweetflag
• Lizard Tail
• Pickerelweed
• Marsh Fern
• Sensitive Fern
• Hibiscus
• Swamp Rose
• Winterberry Holly

• Buttonbush
• Redstem Dogwood
• Summersweet
Clethra
• Swamp Azalea
• Arrowwood
Viburnum
• Highbush Blueberry
• Sweetbay Magnolia
• Pin Oak
• Blackgum
• Red maple

Wildlife In The Pond Habitat:
• Green Heron
• Great Blue Heron
• Canada Geese
• Killdeer
• Common
Yellowthroat
• Spring Peeper
• Green Frog
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• Southern Leopard
Frog
• Northern Water
Snake
• Painted Turtle
• Snapping Turtle
• Twelve-Spotted
Skimmer
• Black Saddlebags
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s you emerge from the thickets of the shrublands you will come across a large pond.
Artificially created in a shallow valley, it was excavated to tap into the existing water
table and catch runoff from the vineyard slopes.
Though designed to irrigate the vineyard, this is not
your average farm pond. A free shape with varying
contours was created to reflect a natural pond and
associated wetland. Periodic shelves extending into
the water were formed slightly below the surface to
create shallow water for the establishment of aquatic
plants, which attract Twelve-Spotted Skimmers and
other dragonflies, and the surrounding slopes were
planted in drifts of meadow, shrublands and woods.
The roots and leaves of these plants help to filter
pollutants from surface water entering the pond.
The visual patterns created by this mosaic are more
reflective of the natural character of the property
than the mowed slopes of a traditional farm pond.

rare bank swallows, which quickly made their nests in
the sheer vertical cliff. The swallows now use these
sand cliff perches to overlook the pond and swiftly fly
over the water to catch a tasty meal of aquatic insects.
Needless to say, our plans were changed to preserve
and stabilize the cliff, making it a permanent home
for these unexpected yet welcome occupants.
A series of lookout points and sitting areas have been
placed along the paths to allow you to enjoy the various
vistas that a walk around the pond will reveal.

In a fascinating occurrence during the construction of
the pond, a sand cliff was exposed in the preparation
of a temporary access road for excavation. Although
created unintentionally, it was a perfect habitat for

A temporary cliff created while digging
the pond became a permanent feature
when rare bank swallows decided to
make their homes there
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WELCOME TO
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ancer Farm is a 250 acre working farm that includes training
and boarding facilities for standardbred racehorses and a fully
restored 19th century farmhouse which is the Dancer Farm
Bed & Breakfast Inn.
In the mid-20th century, Vernon Dancer acquired the north
side of the property with its original house, built in 1838,
which is now the Inn, and his brother Stanley took possession
of the south side. The name "Dancer" is legendary among
standardbred horse owners and fans of harness racing. The
Dancer brothers, both Vernon and Stanley, are in the Harness
Racing Hall of Fame.
Preserving the feeling of "the homestead" was integral to the
restoration of the farmhouse and its renovation into the Dancer
Farm Bed & Breakfast Inn. The rustic charm of the inn is
balanced by the comforts of its modern amenities. Exquisite
attention to detail and subtle design artistry combine to create
an elegance with a "down home" appeal. Each guest room is
an imaginative evocation of a special theme of the farm such
as the equestrian motif.

Private baths with French massage tubs, fireplaces, private
balconies with magnificent views of the farm, cable television,
Internet access and a full country breakfast all serve to make
guests' stays pleasurable and convenient. Massage therapy by
a licensed and certified therapist is available in our massage
center which also offers a boutique of related health products.
Recreational activities and programs have been coordinated for
guests with offerings of destinations and pastimes dedicated
to the arts and culture, sports, entertainment, ecology, dining,
shopping and many more areas of interest and diversion.
"The Walkabout at Laurita Vineyards" is readily accessed
through the Inn's gardens, which also feature a newly renovated
and comfortably spacious screened gazebo, a perfect retreat
for guests.
Dancer Farm and its bed and breakfast inn offer guests a unique
respite from the everyday world. Philadelphia, Princeton, Trenton,
Atlantic City and the Jersey Shore are all within 1/2 hour to an
hour of the Inn and New York City is just 70 minutes away.
We invite you to be our guest and to share in this special and
wondrous haven where people, nature and land come together
to inspire harmony and peace. On parting Dancer Farm, you will
feel its magical aura beckoning you to return time and again.
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W E L C O M E
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Laurita Vineyards is a central New Jersey
coastal plain winery dedicated to creating
wines that derive as much character from
the fruit as possible. It is our philosophy
that a good winemaker allows the quality of
the fruit to come out in the wine. Our responsibility as stewards of the land is to devote
ourselves to intensive care when thinning
and pruning the vines, during the hand
harvesting and at the wine making stage,
when the necessary attention to detail can
only be achieved one vat at a time.
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n 1998-2000, the first 20 acres of Chardonnay, Cabernet and
Merlot were planted and in 2002 the second 20 acres of the
vineyards received the cuttings for the Pinot Gris, Lemberger,
Chambourcin, Norton and Zweigelt. Production at Laurita
Vineyards focuses on making wines from grapes that are recognized and accepted worldwide, concentrating on the Vinifera the classic European noble varieties. In the interest of research
and experimentation, five acres have been set aside for growing
grapes that, contrary to popular belief, may not fare so well in
the New Jersey soil and climate. It is our determination that
the proper tending of these acres will indeed produce an
excellent bottle of wine as well.
When the vineyard is fully established, we plan to make wine
the way it was made thousands of years ago - the natural way.
Our wine at Laurita will be made from organic green grapes
which evoke a different texture, aroma and bouquet.
In the same spirit, the winery will be utilizing solar systems
to produce clean energy for heat, hot water, steam, cooling
and refrigeration. By incorporating a non-polluting solar system
we can offset the consumption of traditional fossil fuel sources
and maintain the environmental integrity of our planet.

The vineyards overlook "The Walkabout at Laurita Vineyards"
and the horse paddocks that accommodate the standardbred
racehorses that are stabled and train on the vast property.
A newly restored and renovated farmhouse, the Dancer Farm
Bed & Breakfast Inn, offers guests the rustic appeal and setting
of the original homestead as well as the elegance of designer
appointed guest rooms and the comforts of all modern
amenities.
Situated on 45 acres, the vineyard will be producing 5-6,000
cases of wines which will be exclusive to the winery. The Laurita
Winery, which will open its doors in the Summer of 2005, will
offer wine-tasting and food pairing in the winter room and
on the verandah.
Our small production gives us control from planting to harvesting to storing to bottling and thus gives us the advantage over
the large scale producers in getting the fruit into the bottle as
the most natural and purest expression of the vineyard, of the
grape varietal and of the vintage. We believe that the production of wines on a reduced scale produces dramatic wines,
ones that exhibit flavors that distinguish the particular grape
variety and the terroir of the vineyard.
Our mission at Laurita Vineyards and Winery is to capture in
our wines the ultimate flavor and character of each grape
variety planted, and to consistently produce premium wines
that reflect our dedication to the stewardship of the vineyards
and to the coastal plain region in which they are located.
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V I S I T O R

G U I D E L I N E S:

1) Please stay on the trails.
2) Please do not disturb nesting sites or the birds
or animals using these habitats.
3) Please do not pick or collect the flowers or vegetation in the vineyards or natural areas.

130

N

539

1

18
30

526

FREEHOLD

527

TRENTON

537
539

9

195

524
524
ALLENTOWN

526

195
Y

E

528

WA

LAKEWOOD

528

527

NEW EGYPT

35

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

EN
STA

JACKSON

70
T H E

B E D & B R E A K F A S T

G

A

RD

PLUMSTED

537

34

RK

526

571

PA

130

N

J

T

U

539

TE

R

N

P

I

K

37

I N N

539

TOMS RIVER

From I-195: Exit 16A onto Route 537 West; 4 miles
turn left onto Route 539 South; 2 miles turn right
onto 528 West; 2 miles turn left (just past Elks) onto
Applegate Lane. At stop sign turn left; 1/4 mile on
left. (I-195 NJ Turnpike exit 7A; exit 98 on GS Parkway.)
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Unlike a painting on the wall, the art of nature
continually evolves. Changes occur from day to
day, season to season and year to year. The
landscape gains complexity and sophistication
over time, like a fine wine. We invite you to
enjoy both and become a frequent guest at

Photography by Mike Jones

The Walkabout at Laurita Vineyards.
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